
Chapter 1  Motivation, Engagement, Interests, and Attitudes  1

1.1	 The student can read but chooses not to read.  3
1.2	 The student does not like to read or exhibits a negative attitude toward reading.  20
1.3	 The student does not find much of interest to read.  38
1.4	 The student has a low level of confidence in his or her reading ability.  51
1.5	 The student does not set reading goals.  62

Chapter 2  Oral Language, Phonemic Awareness, and Beginning Reading  95

2.1	 The student has limited oral expression.  98
2.2	 The student is unaware of the basic functions of print.  103
2.3	 The student does not know the letters of the alphabet.  106
2.4	 The student has difficulty distinguishing fine differences in the sounds of spoken words.  116
2.5	 The student does not seem to understand what words are.  122
2.6	 The student does not understand the concept of rhyming.  126
2.7	 The student is unable to segment words into syllables and blend syllables into words.  132
2.8	 The student lacks knowledge of sounds associated with letters of the alphabet.  136
2.9	 The student is unable to segment, blend, and manipulate onsets and rimes.  141
2.10	 The student is unable to segment, blend, and manipulate phonemes.  147
2.11	 The student has trouble visually discriminating differences among letters and words.  164
2.12	 The student reverses letters or words.  168
2.13	 The student does not understand the parts of a story and may be unable to retell story events 

successfully.  172

Chapter 3  Phonics, Decoding, and Word Identification  181

3.1	 The student has difficulty associating the sounds that consonants symbolize.  183
3.2	 The student has difficulty associating the sounds that vowels symbolize.  192
3.3	 The student is unable to use knowledge about word patterns to identify unfamiliar words.  197
3.4	 The student is unable to use word structure to help decode unfamiliar words.  201
3.5	 The student cannot identify basic sight (high-frequency) words automatically.  215
3.6	 The student’s sight vocabulary is so limited that it interferes with reading fluency.  223
3.7	 The student has difficulty using context clues to anticipate a familiar word.  228
3.8	 The student is unable to use the dictionary to help pronounce unknown words.  232
3.9	 The student does not use a variety of word-identification strategies.  243
3.10	 The student knows word-identification strategies but does not use them effectively.  247

Chapter 4  Fluency and Effective Oral Reading  281

4.1	 The student’s oral reading lacks fluency.  284
4.2	 The student uses poor or inappropriate phrasing.  289
4.3	 The student ignores punctuation, adds punctuation, or uses inappropriate intonation.  291
4.4	 The student repeats words, phrases, or sentences.  294
4.5	 The student’s oral reading lacks expression.  296
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4.6	 The student is concerned primarily with speed and accuracy when reading.  299
4.7	 The student waits to be told unknown words and does not attempt them independently.  302
4.8	 The student substitutes a word or words, and the text does not make sense.  305
4.9	 The student substitutes a word or words, and the phrase or sentence still makes sense.  308
4.10	 The student produces a nonword instead of a real word.  310
4.11	 The student omits one or more words, and the text does not make sense or distorts the author’s intended 

meaning.  312
4.12	 The student omits one or more words, and the text still makes sense.  314
4.13	 The student habitually tries to sound out words when confronted with an unknown word in text.  315
4.14	 The student overrelies on experience and context while reading.  317

Chapter 5  Vocabulary Development and Extension 337

5.1	 The student’s knowledge of word meanings is limited.  340
5.2	 The student is unable to use a word’s connotation to select the right meaning for the context.  354
5.3	 The student does not use new vocabulary words in speaking and writing.  365
5.4	 The student has difficulty using context clues to predict meanings of unknown words.  371
5.5	 The student does not use knowledge about word parts to help determine meanings of unknown 

words.  379
5.6	 The student does not use a dictionary to help determine, verify, or clarify the meanings of words in 

context.  388
5.7	 The student lacks an interest in words.  397

Chapter 6  Comprehension Skills  417

6.1	 The student does not preview text material before reading.  419
6.2	 The student does not activate prior knowledge before reading.  423
6.3	 The student appears to approach reading tasks without purposes or goals.  433
6.4	 The student has difficulty understanding the main point of a reading selection.  437
6.5	 The student has difficulty recalling important facts or details from a passage.  449
6.6	 The student has difficulty sequencing events.  453
6.7	 The student has difficulty predicting outcomes while reading.  462
6.8	 The student has difficulty making inferences during reading.  469
6.9	 The student does not visualize while reading.  481
6.10	 The student has difficulty drawing conclusions after reading.  489

Chapter 7  Comprehension Strategies  501

7.1	 The student does not understand how fictional texts are organized.  503
7.2	 The student does not understand how informational texts are organized.  511
7.3	 The student has difficulty interpreting charts and graphs.  522
7.4	 The student does not vary rate of reading.  528
7.5	 The student does not monitor comprehension.  534
7.6	 The student has difficulty summarizing ideas during and after reading.  544
7.7	 The student does not make connections while reading.  553
7.8	 The student does not process text after reading.  561
7.9	 The student has difficulty evaluating written materials.  567
7.10	 The student has difficulty remembering what was read.  577
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