
vii

Contents

Preface  xv
About the Authors  xx
Acknowledgments  xxi

C  h  a  p  t  e  r   o  n  e

Motivation, Engagement, Interests, 
and Attitudes  1

Overview  2

1.1	 Lack of Motivation and Engagement  3

Strategy 1: Reading Role Models  5
Strategy 2: Motivation to Read Profile: Reading 

Survey  6
Strategy 3: Thumbs-Up or Thumbs-Down  11
Strategy 4: You’ll Like This Book  14
Strategy 5: Just Ask!  15
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  17

1.2	 Negative Attitude Toward Reading  20

Strategy 1: Attitude Surveys  21
Strategy 2: Picture Book Songs  32
Strategy 3: Using Humor  32
Strategy 4: I Have the Key!  35
Strategy 5: Personal Invitation  36
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  37

1.3	 Limited Reading Interests  38

Strategy 1: Interest Inventory  39
Strategy 2: Book Talks  44
Strategy 3: Using Popular Culture  46
Strategy 4: Item of the Week  47
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  49

1.4	 Low Confidence in Reading Ability  51

Strategy 1: Reader Self-Perception Scale  52
Strategy 2: We-Can Charts  57
Strategy 3: Cushioning  57
Strategy 4: Story Ambassador  59
Strategy 5: Readers Theater  60
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  60

1.5	 Reluctant to Set Goals  62

Strategy 1: Daily Reading Record  63
Strategy 2: Genre Charts  65
Strategy 3: Challenging Book Calendar  68
Strategy 4: Purposes of Literacy in Life Survey  70
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  72
Chapter 1 Resources  75

C  h  a  p  t  e  r   t  w  0

Oral Language, Phonemic Awareness, 
and Beginning Reading  95

Overview  96

2.1	 Oral Language  98

Strategy 1: Creating New Verses to Songs  101
Strategy 2: Think, Draw/Write, Pair, Share  101
Strategy 3: My Important Word(s) Plus  102

2.2	 Concepts About the Nature  
and Purpose of Reading  103

2.3	 Alphabet Knowledge  106

Strategy 1: Determining Alphabet Recognition  110
Strategy 2: Determining Alphabet Production  113

2.4	 Auditory Discrimination  116

Games  118
Strategy 1: Determining Auditory Discrimination 

Ability  119

2.5	 Concept of a Word  122

Strategy 1: Counting Words  124
Strategy 2: Sequencing Words in Familiar Text  125

2.6	 Rhyming  126

Games  131

2.7	 Syllabic Awareness  132

Strategy 1: Segmenting Syllables  133
Strategy 2: Blending Syllables  134
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  135



2.8	 Alphabetic Principle  136

Strategy 1: Closed and Open Sorts  138
Strategy 2: Alphabet Book Parodies  140

2.9	 Onsets and Rimes  141

Strategy 1: Segmenting Onsets and Rimes  142
Strategy 2: Blending Onsets and Rimes  143
Strategy 3: Show and Tell a Word  144
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  145

2.10	 Phonemic Awareness  147

Strategy 1: Developing Phoneme Segmentation through 
Invented Spelling  149

Strategy 2: Sound Boxes for Segmenting 
Phonemes  151

Strategy 3: Word Game Assessment for Segmenting 
Phonemes  160

Strategy 4: Blending Phonemes  162
Strategy 5: Blending Pathways  163
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  163

2.11	 Visual Discrimination  164

Strategy 1: Letters  165
Strategy 2: Words  165
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  166
Games  167

2.12	 Letter and Word Reversals  168

Games  171

2.13	 Sense of Story  172

Strategy 1: Story Structure for Younger Students  173
Strategy 2: Predicting Story Structure  174
Strategy 3: Story Structure  175
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  176
Chapter 2 Resources  179

C  h  a  p  t  e  r   t  h  r  e  e

Phonics, Decoding, and Word 
Identification  181

Overview  182

3.1	 Phonics: Consonants  183

Strategy 1: Explicit Phonics  185
Strategy 2: Ear to Eye Phonics  186
Strategy 3: Using Alphabet Books  187
Strategy 4: Using Whole Text  187
Strategy 5: Write It  188

Practice and Reinforcement Activities  189
Games  191

3.2	 Phonics: Vowels  192

Strategy 1: Short I  193
Strategy 2: Long E  194
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  195

3.3	 Word Patterns and Word Building  197

Strategy 1: Making Words  198
Strategy 2: Phonogram -AY  199
Strategy 3: Phonogram -IG  199
Strategy 4: Phonogram -ILL  200
Strategy 5: Making Your Own Words  200

3.4	 Structural Analysis  201

Strategy 1: Inflectional Endings (younger students)  202
Strategy 2: Inflectional Endings  203
Strategy 3: The Nifty Thrifty Fifty  203
Strategy 4: Affixes  204
Strategy 5: Contractions  205
Strategy 6: Compound Words  205
Strategy 7: Decoding Polysyllabic Words  206
Strategy 8: Matching Word Parts to Build and Decode 

Words  207
Strategy 9: Syllabication  209
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  210
Games  213

3.5	 Basic Sight (High-Frequency) 
Words  215

Strategy 1: Word Wall  217
Strategy 2: Explicit Instruction  218
Strategy 3: Pattern Books  218
Strategy 4: Learning through Repetition  219
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  220

3.6	 Sight Vocabulary  223

Strategy 1: Sight Words  224
Strategy 2: Student-Dictated Stories  224
Strategy 3: Rhymes, Poems, and Songs  225
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  226
Games  227

3.7	 Using Context to Predict Known 
Words  228

Strategy 1: Word Prediction  229
Strategy 2: Advanced Word Prediction  230
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  231

viii  Contents



3.8	 Dictionary: Word Pronunciation  232

Strategy 1: Arrangement of Alphabet in 
Dictionaries  233

Strategy 2: Alphabetical Order  234
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  235
Games  236
Strategy 3: Guide Words  236
Strategy 4: Pronunciation Symbols  239
Strategy 5: Pronouncing Unknown Words  240
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  242

3.9	 Lack of Flexible Word-Identification 
Strategies  243

Strategy 1: Word Wizards  243
Strategy 2: CSSR: Context, Structure, Sound, 

Reference  246

3.10	 Ineffective Use of Word-Identification 
Strategies  247

Strategy 1: Be Flexible  248
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  250
Chapter 3 Resources  251

C  h  a  p  t  e  r   f  o  u  r

Fluency and Effective Oral 
Reading  281

Overview  282

4.1	 General Lack of Fluency  284

4.2	 Lack of Fluency: Poor Phrasing  289

4.3	 Lack of Fluency: Ignoring 
Punctuation  291

4.4	 Lack of Fluency: Repetitions of Words 
or Phrases  294

4.5	 Lack of Expression  296

4.6	 Overemphasis on Speed and 
Accuracy  299

4.7	 Failure to Attempt Unknown Words   
302

4.8	 Meaning-Changing Substitutions  305

4.9	 Nonmeaning-Changing 
Substitutions  308

4.10	 Nonword Substitutions  310

4.11	 Meaning-Changing Omissions  312

4.12	 Nonmeaning-Changing Omissions  314

4.13	 Excessive Use of Phonics  315

4.14	 Excessive Use of Experience  317

Chapter 4 Resources  319

C  h  a  p  t  e  r   f  i  v  e

Vocabulary Development  
and Extension  337

Overview  338

5.1	 Extending Meaning Vocabulary  340

Strategy 1: Text Talk  342
Strategy 2: Knowledge Rating Guide  343
Strategy 3: Vocabulary Self-Collection  344
Strategy 4: Four-Square  344
Strategy 5: Three-Dimensional Words  345
Strategy 6: List-Group-Label  346
Strategy 7: Feature Analysis  347
Strategy 8: Semantic Mapping  349
Strategy 9: Word Map  350
Strategy 10: Vocabulary Flood  351
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  352

5.2	 Differentiating Between Word 
Meanings  354

Strategy 1: Synonyms and Antonyms  355
Strategy 2: Homographs  356
Strategy 3: Word Ladders  358
Strategy 4: Word Pair Chart  360
Strategy 5: Synonym Matrix  362
Strategy 6: True and Partial Synonyms  363
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  364

5.3	 Speaking and Writing Vocabulary  365

Strategy 1: Interactive Read Alouds  366
Strategy 2: Use It or Lose It  367
Strategy 3: Connect Two  368
Strategy 4: Possible Sentences  368
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  370

5.4	 Using Context Clues to Predict 
Meanings of Unknown Words  371

Strategy 1: What’s the Meaning  372
Strategy 2: Predict and Check  373
Strategy 3: Context Chart  373
Strategy 4: Contextual Redefinition  376
Strategy 5: Preview in Context  377
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  378

Contents  ix



5.5	 Compound Words and Affixes  379

Strategy 1: Compound Words  379
Strategy 2: Prefixes  381
Strategy 3: Suffixes and Endings  383
Strategy 4: Root Words  384
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  385
Game  387

5.6	 Dictionary: Word Meanings  388

Strategy 1: Introductory Lesson for Unknown 
Words  389

Strategy 2: Locating Word Meanings Prior to 
Reading  392

Strategy 3: Best Meaning for the Context  392
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  394
Game  396

5.7	 Interest in Words  397

Strategy 1: Word of the Day  398
Strategy 2: Sesquipedalian Words  399
Strategy 3: Homophones  400
Strategy 4: Figurative Language  401
Strategy 5: Alphabet-Antonym Table  402
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  405
Chapter 5 Resources  407

C  h  a  p  t  e  r   s  i  x

Comprehension Skills  417

Overview  418

6.1	 Previewing Text  419

Strategy 1: Picture and Text Survey  419
Strategy 2: TAG: Textbook Activity Guide  420
Strategy 3: SCROL  421
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  422

6.2	 Activating Prior Knowledge  423

Strategy 1: File Folders  424
Strategy 2: Brainstorming  424
Strategy 3: K-W-L  425
Strategy 4: Anticipation Guide  428
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  432

6.3	 Lack of Clear Purpose(s) for 
Reading  433

Strategy 1: What’s the Purpose?  434
Strategy 2: Different Books, Different Purposes  435
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  436

6.4	 Main Point or Idea  437

Strategy 1: Finding the Main Idea  438
Strategy 2: Main Idea T  439
Strategy 3: Finding the Main Idea  443
Strategy 4: The Rest of the Story  444
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  446 
Games  448

6.5	 Facts or Details  449

Strategy 1: Identifying Details  450
Strategy 2: 4 Ws  450
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  451
Game  452

6.6	 Sequence  453

Strategy 1: Sequencing  454
Strategy 2: Activity List  456
Strategy 3: Story Graph  458
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  459
Games  460

6.7	 Making Predictions  462

Strategy 1: Directed Reading-Thinking Activity  463
Strategy 2: Story Impressions  465
Strategy 3: Predict-O-Gram  466
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  468

6.8	 Making Inferences  469

Strategy 1: Writer and Me Questions  470
Strategy 2: Making Inferences From Pictures  470
Strategy 3: Observation/Inference Chart  471
Strategy 4: Getting to Know My Character  474
Strategy 5: Character Interviews  476
Strategy 6: Character Circles  477
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  480

6.9	 Visualizing  481

Strategy 1: Forming Mental Pictures  481
Strategy 2: Making a Picture  482
Strategy 3: Creating Comic Strips  483
Strategy 4: Open-Mind Portraits  486
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  488

�  Contents



6.10	 Drawing Conclusions  489

Strategy 1: Predicting Conclusions  489
Strategy 2: Problem-Solution Chart  490
Strategy 3: Conclusion Hierarchy  492
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  494
Chapter 6 Resources  497

C  h  a  p  t  e  r   s  e  v  e  n

Comprehension Strategies  501

Overview  502

7.1	 Understanding Fictional Text 
Structure  503

Strategy 1: Story Map  504
Strategy 2: Story Frames  504
Strategy 3: Story Pyramid  505
Strategy 4: Zigzag the Story  508
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  509

7.2	 Understanding Informational Text 
Structure  511

Strategy 1: Graphic Organizers  512
Strategy 2: Probable Passages  515
Strategy 3: Idea-Mapping  515
Strategy 4: Expository Text Investigation (ETI)  516
Strategy 5: Text Feature Chart  519
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  521

7.3	 Charts and Graphs  522

Strategy 1: Interpreting Charts  522
Strategy 2: Charts and Graphs  525
Strategy 3: Interpreting Line Graphs  525
Strategy 4: Interpreting Pie Charts  526
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  527

7.4	 Inflexible Rate of Reading  528

Strategy 1: Different Rates  529
Strategy 2: Reading Rate Chart  530
Strategy 3: Internet Reading  530
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  532

7.5	 Monitoring Reading  534

Strategy 1: Monitoring  534
Strategy 2: What’s a Monitor?  535

Strategy 3: The Critter  536
Strategy 4: Comprehension Checklist  537
Strategy 5: Thinking about Effective Readers  541
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  542

7.6	 Summarizing Ideas  544

Strategy 1: Writing Summaries  544
Strategy 2: GRASP: Guided Reading and Summarizing 

Procedure  545
Strategy 3: Paraphrasing for Comprehension  547
Strategy 4: Writing Different Types of Summaries  550
Strategy 5: Writing Book Blurbs  551
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  552

7.7	 Making Connections  553

Strategy 1: Thinking Hats  554
Strategy 2: Think Sheet  556
Strategy 3: Directed Reading-Connecting Activity  558
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  560

7.8	 Processing Text  561

Strategy 1: Character Traits Map  561
Strategy 2: Retelling  563
Strategy 3: Herringbone  564
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  566

7.9	 Evaluating Written Materials  567

Strategy 1: Distinguishing Fact from Opinion  568
Strategy 2: Discussion Grid  569
Strategy 3: Character Report Card  572
Strategy 4: Discussion Web  574
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  576

7.10	 Remembering  577

Strategy 1: Memorization Techniques  578
Strategy 2: DRAW  579
Strategy 3: Triangle Trigger Words  579
Strategy 4: Reaction Guide  580
Practice and Reinforcement Activities  583
Chapter 7 Resources  585

References  601

Index  611

Contents  xi


