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				         May Teacher Inspiration Story:		
			                 Miss H. Thinks You Are a Star!			
					     					      
					       Provided by: Molly, Beginner Teacher 
					      Courtesy of www.lessonplanspage.com

					   
I  student-taught a couple years ago in second grade, and I was lucky enough to be with 
the same class for an entire school year. In May, when I was finished, I decided to buy 
star shaped pieces of paper for each kid. I wrote on each piece, “Miss H. thinks you’re a 
star because...” and then wrote a little fact about each child. I was dubious about doing 
this, since the kids were so young, but one of my friends suggested that if the star meant 
something to one kid then it was worth my time.

One of the little girls, Megan, was diagnosed with ADHD during that year and was going 
through more tests to see if she had another learning disability on top of that one.

The thing about her was, though, that she was so clever. She was smart in her own way.

On her star I wrote, “Miss H. thinks you’re a star because you never forget people in your 
life. I also think you’re smart, and I really believe you could do anything if you try hard 
enough. I’ll always remember that.”

After I gave out the stars, I was standing in front of the class guiding the children with 
packing up for the end of the day. She approached me, holding her star in her hand.

“Hey, do you need me to read that for you, Megan?” I asked her.

“No,” she replied, looking at me with sparkling eyes. “I already read it.” Then she blinked 
hard, and her chin quivered and she said, “You think I’m SMART?” It was like I was the 
first person to ever tell her that. It was like the thought had never even crossed her mind 
until she read that star. 

It was by far the single greatest moment in my teacher career.

I don’t think Megan will ever forget me.

Whenever I feel discouraged in the classroom, I think of that moment.

Let’s just say the stars were definitely worth my time!

Source: Hot Chalk’s Lesson Plan Page
http://www.lessonplanspage.com/Inspiration.htm

http://www.lessonplanspage.com/inspiration/IMissHThinksYoureAStar.htm
http://www.lessonplanspage.com/inspiration/IMissHThinksYoureAStar.htm
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Math Resources for Your Classroom

For more tips, ideas and lesson plans, check out these websites 
listed below:

www.mathisfun.com: Interactive fun math games and exercises

www.coolmath4kids: Entertaining educational math site full of inter-
active lessons and games to excite students about math. 

www.math-drills.com: Over 6,000 free printable math worksheets 
with answer keys.

www.songsforteaching.com: Using music to teach content across 
the curriculum--to students of all ages.

www.inspiringteachers.com: A community of educators networking 
to support each other with tips, ideas and teaching strategies.

www.teachersnetwork.org: A non-profit organization--for teachers, 
by teachers--working together sharing creative ideas, resources and 
lessons together.

www.helium.com: A community of everyday people sharing their 
thoughts, ideas and experiences in many areas including education. 
Excellent articles by teachers include teaching tips and strategies for 
classroom management.  

www.ilovethatteachingidea.com: Inspiring teachers with many prac-
tical ideas created for teachers, by teachers, to enhance classroom 
instruction.

http://www.mathisfun.com:
http://www.coolmath4kids:
http://www.math-drills.com:
http://www.songsforteaching.com:
http://www.inspiringteachers.com:
http://www.teachersnetwork.org:
http://www.helium.com:
http://www.ilovethatteachingidea.com:
jeaird
Typewritten Text

jeaird
Typewritten Text
Click to Go Home



Inspiring Math with Music!
By: Ashley Shea

Article courtesy of www.helium.com.  Please visit their website 
for many more excellent educational articles.

Kids respond to music. They often have lyrics memorized after listen-
ing to a song once or twice. Utilize that talent to help students learn 
their math facts. 

While there are several options available, Multiplication Rock has a 
great set of songs to help students learn multiplication. But you don’t 
have to buy music - you can let children write and perform their own 
songs or raps. Performing the songs brings the whole body into the learning process allowing children to tag 
their memories to not only the words of the song or the music, but also a fun moment.

In addition to music, objects students can see and hold are helpful in learning math facts. For the preK to 
grade 2 student, this could be buttons or paper clips or something else small that’s easily available around 
your house. Have your child sort the objects (if buttons, they can be sorted by size, color, or shape). Then 
pose questions like, “What if I took 2 away from this pile? How many would you have left?”

Playing games and singing songs will go a long way in helping your child enjoy math. The happy memories 
will transfer to the classroom. Children will learn to enjoy math, rather than dread it.

Author: Ashley Shea
www.helium.com

Teaching Math with Music Resources
There is an amazing world of resources to help you inspire your math students with music! Help your 
students find the connections between mathematics and music with interactive lesson plans, printable 
worksheets and many of the resources available. Using music to teach math will spark the interest of 
your students and take away the idea that math is boring. Introducing students to music while explor-
ing numbers, patterns and graphing, will naturally stimulate their interest and they will be excited to 
learn more. From discussing rhythm to writing fun songs about math, you will find below many excel-
lent activities for students at all grade levels.

Math Songs: 
Teaching Math Facts & Concepts
http://www.songsforteaching.com/mathsongs.htm

Math and Music Lesson Plans:
Music Math: Creating a Clapping Symphany (Plus Fraction Math)
http://www.education-world.com/a_lesson/03/lp303-05.shtml

Phil Tulga: Music Activities Across the Curriculum
http://www.philtulga.com/resources.html

Math Music: Collaboration of Acitivities
http://www.mathwire.com/music/music.html

Mathematics in Music: Lesson Plans, Printables, and Other Resources
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/math/resource/10340.html

http://www.helium.com/items/331173-how-to-teach-math-facts-to-elementary-school-students-using-a-multi-sensory
http://www.songsforteaching.com/mathsongs.htm
http://www.education-world.com/a_lesson/03/lp303-05.shtml
http://www.philtulga.com/resources.html
http://www.mathwire.com/music/music.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/math/resource/10340.html
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   NEW!! Aha Math for Kendall Hunt! A simple way to integrate 
	 digital math content into your classroom!
	 Kendall Hunt has partnered with Learning.com to offer Aha!Math for Kendall Hunt, providing teachers 

with an effective, web-delivered supplemental math curriculum to build students’ conceptual understand-
ing of critical math concepts in grades K-5. Combined with Kendall Hunt’s high-quality math curricula, 
Aha!Math for Kendall Hunt creates for teachers a strong comprehensive curriculum solution to differenti-
ate instruction and to integrate technology with students’ learning.

	 Aha!Math for Kendall Hunt focuses on key foundational math concepts, provides opportunities to build 
conceptual knowledge with discovery and analytical skills, and cultivates student’s creative problem-
solving and 21st century skills. Aha!Math for Kendall Hunt is built on NCTM Curriculum Focal Points and 
state standards.  The key features of this progam include:

	 	 * Web-delivered, allowing access at home and in extended-day programs 
	 	 * Curriculum incorporates opportunities for students to model new skills 
	 	 * Rich in multisensory (visual, auditory and interactive) experiences to improve learning 
	 	 * Engaging math games for practice, all based within real-world challenges, that motivate
	 	    students to extend their time in practice 
	 	 * Digital coaches support students with multiple levels of feedback and instructional support 
	 	 * Uses Learning.com’s powerful management system for simple set-up and intuitive use 

	  Aha!Math for Kendall Hunt is centered on teacher involvement. It provides teachers with the teaching 
strategies and tools to be more effective mathematics instructors and enriches their development in this 
challenging subject area. Aha!Math for Kendall Hunt covers the NCTM Focal Points for grades K-5, 

	  addressing the following strands:

	 	 * Numbers and operations 
	 	 * Geometry 
	 	 * Measurement 
	 	 * Algebra 
	 	 * Data analysis and probability 

	 Aha!Math for Kendall Hunt is fully aligned with Kendall Hunt math curricula, Math Trailblazers and
	 Project M³, so teachers can easily find digital content that matches what they are working on with their
	 students in those programs. It meets teachers’ need for a supplemental math curriculum to reinforce 
	 and re-teach critical math concepts through a digital environment, all sorted with a scope and sequence 
	 based on the units of instruction in Kendall Hunt’s materials. Educators can manage their classes and 
	 assignments by assigning games or lessons to their students that can be accessed at any computer with
 	an internet connection.

  For more information, please visit our website at: www.kendallhunt.com/ahamath
 	800.542.6657 | www.kendallhunt.com/k12

http://www.kendallhunt.com/ahamath
http://www.kendallhunt.com/k12
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Professional Development: 
	 NEW! The Math Trailblazers Summer Professional 
	 Development Conference will be held June 23-25 

in Denver, CO.  
	
	 This conference will offer the following of trainings and 
	 workshops: 
	 	 • Administrator Curriculum Training – Updated! 
	 	 •  Differentiated Instruction 
	 	 •  Grade Level Seminars – New! 
	 	 •  Lead Teacher Training 
	 	 •  Math Trailblazers 3rd Edition Training 
	 	 •  Talented & Gifted Math Training – New! 
	 	 •  Strategic Planning Workshop – Updated! 

	 For further details, please visit click on the following link:
	 http://www.kendallhunt.com/uploads/2/Denver09.pdf

	 The registration deadline is May 15, 2009
Please sign-up today!  

   For additional workshop information and to register online, please 
visit our website: www.kendallhunt.com/mtbconferences  

	  Adding Professional Development to your program will improve 
your teacher and student success. Kendall Hunt is committed to 
high-quality professional development by offering a wide variety of 
programs for new and experienced teachers, as well as administra-
tors.

	
	  Contact Jamie Muehlenkamp to further discuss Professional 
    Development opportunities right for you! 

	  Jamie Muehlenkamp
	  800.542.6657 ext. 1058
	  jmuehlenkamp@kendallhunt.com
	  www.kendallhunt.com/staffdevelopment

http://www.kendallhunt.com/uploads/2/Denver09.pdf
http://www.kendallhunt.com/mtbconferences
mailto:jmuehlenkamp@kendallhunt.com
http://www.kendallhunt.com/staffdevelopment
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